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NDICE 2022 Tentative Schedule of Conference Events
Holy Trinity Parish – Fairview Heights, IL

Sunday , July 17
12:00 pm Registration Opens

GS

Dinner on your own Area Restaurants

AHR

5:30 pm		 Evening Prayer/Mass

HTC

9:30 am
			

Session 1
CC
Rev. Walter Kedjierski, Ph.D
Ecumenism 101 Part 1
Orthodox & Protestant Communities

9:30 am Session 1
		
Dr. Noreen Hertzfeld
			
		
Islam Part 1

CC

Bishop Michael McGovern
Bishop of the Diocese of Belleville
10:30 am Break
10:45 am Session 2
			
		
Rev. Walter Kedjierski, Ph.D
		
Ecumenism 101 Part 2
7:00 pm

Welcome Address
Max Roadruck
NDICE President

CC

Keynote Address
Need for Awareness
Fr. Bob Flannery

add cost to registration

1:30 pm Session 3
			
Rev. Walter Kedjierski, Ph.D
		
Intereligious Relations

CC

CC

11:45 am Box Lunch Honey Baked Ham GS

2:30 pm Break

7:30 pm

CC

CC

10:45 am Break
11:00 am Session 2
		
Dr. Noreen Hertzfiled
		
Islam Part 2

CC

12:00 pm Box Lunch Chick Fill A

GS

add cost to registration

1:00 pm
		
		

Session 3
Fr. John Pawlikowski
Jewish Catholic Relations

CC

2:45 pm Session 4
		Fr. Freddy Palacios
?????????

CC

3:45 pm Session 4
		Fr. Efrain Rosado
The Real Presence

CC

3:00 pm NDICE Business Mtg.
			
3:00 pm Wives Meeting
4:00 pm

Social Time w/ Cash Bar

CC

Monday , July 18

2

7:00 am

Breakfast on your own

AHR

8:00 am

Morning Prayer/Mass
Fr. James Nall
Pastor Holy Trinity Parish

HTC

GYM
GYM

Wednesday , July 20

4:45 pm Free Time
5:00 pm Evening Prayer

TBA
TBA

Evening Prayer

5:45 pm Banquet
			
7:15 pm Follies
8:30 pm

CC

HTC

5:15 pm Dinner on your own followed by
Cash Bar in the Gathering Space

Tuesday , July 19
7:00 am

Breakfast on your own

AHR

8:00 am

Morning Prayer/Mass
Fr. Bob Flannery

HTC

7:00 am Breakfast
			
9:00 am Morning Prayer
`
9:15 am Session 1
		
			Fr. Bob Flannery
		
Sending Forth

AHR

10:30 am Closing Mass

HTC

			
12:00
Lunch on your own

Safe Travels Home

CC
CC

AHR

LEGEND
HTC – Holy Trinity Church
CC – Conference Center
AHR – Area Hotels/Restaurants
GS – Gathering Space
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“What Catholics Should Know about Islam, Part 2”

B

ecause of modern world politics, many
Christians have been perplexed by various
aspects of Islam. I would like to offer some
explanations about the life of Muhammad;
why Islam became divided after Muhammad’s
death; Islam’s teaching of jihad; marriage
and divorce in Islam; and the role of Muslim
women.
Muhammad’s father Abdullah died
before he was born, his mother Amina died
when he was six, his grandfather died when he
was eight, and then he was raised by his uncle
Abu Talib. When Muhammad was twenty-five,
he began leading caravans for a forty-year-old
widow named Khadijah. She was impressed
with his integrity and she proposed marriage.
They had four daughters but their two sons
died in infancy. When Muhammad was fortyyears-old in 610 A.D., revelations from Allah
(“the God”) through angel Gabriel began while
he was meditating in a cave outside Mecca.
After Khadijah died in 619, Muhammad
married several other women but none of his
sons from these marriages survived infancy.
When Muhammad died in Medina in 632,
it was not clear who should succeed him as
the political leader of Medina and the spiritual
leader of the Muslim community. Abu Bakr
was chosen by the elders of Medina as the
caliph for three years, then Umar for eleven
years, and then Uthman for thirteen years. Ali,
who was Muhammad’s cousin and husband to
Muhammad’s daughter Fatima, was the caliph
from 656 to 661. Some Muslims believed that
Ali, as Muhammad’s closest male relative,
should have been Muhammad’s successor
from the beginning. They believed that before
Muhammad died, he chose Ali as his successor
and passed on special secrets to him. The
party of Ali (shiat Ali) became known as the
Shias. They believed that Ali’s sons Hasan
and Husayn (Muhammad’s grandsons) should

David C. Oughton, Ph.D.

succeed their father and that future leaders
should be descendants of Husayn. Those who
believed that the successor to Muhammad did
not need to be a blood relative followed the
selection principle that became incorporated
into the Sunnah (Islamic laws and traditions)
so they became known as the Sunnis. These
two Muslim groups became divided after the
assassinations of Ali in 661 and Husayn in 680.
Most Muslim empires since then, including
the Nasrids of Spain, the Turkish Ottoman
Empire, and the Saudis have been Sunni. The
Safavids who ruled Persia/Iran from the 16th
to the 18th centuries made Shi’ism the official
religion. Iran, southern Iraq, and a few other
places in the Middle East continue to be Shia.
Of the current 1.8 billion Muslims in the world,
about 85% are Sunni and most of the rest are
Shia. Three-fourths of all Muslims live outside
the Middle East, especially in Indonesia, India,
Pakistan, and northern Africa.
Sufi Muslims, known as the mystics of
Islam, can be Sunni or Shia. Sufis are known for

repeating “Allah” as a mantra, singing religious
songs, writing love poems to God, and some,
like the whirling dervishes of Turkey, spin
around as they meditate.
Jihad is Arabic for “striving” or “struggling”
to submit to the will of God and defend the
cause of God. Muhammad distinguished
between the Greater Jihad which is an
internal struggle that all humans face in
living out the will of God and the Lesser
Jihad or external struggle that might take
the form of preaching, scholarship, or charity.
In rare cases, it could mean fighting in selfdefense and even involve martyrdom. After
Christianity became the official religion of
the Roman Empire in the 4th century A.D., St.
Augustine of Hippo developed criteria for
when and how Christians could fight a just war
when the Roman Empire was under attack by
different groups of pagans. Several centuries
later, Muhammad and his community were
often attacked by polytheistic tribes so they
Continued on page 4 –– Islam

Peace on Earth...
Good Will To All.
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seen), or wear a hijab scarf whenever they are in public. The intention of
defended their community and religious freedom. According to the this custom is to protect women from unwanted attention, similar to the
Qur’an, military jihad must be against oppression (22: 39), for defense custom of many Catholic nuns who covered most of their bodies.
These religious and cultural examples show that Christians and
only (2: 190), with no attacks on civilians (5: 32), and without suicide (4:
29). Fighting must be a last resort, peace treaties must be sought, and Muslims have some similarities and that they should commit themselves
prisoners of war must be protected. Tragically, many Christians have to dialogue in order to understand and appreciate each other.
violated the principles for a just war and many Muslim groups such as
Al-Qaeda and ISIS have violated Islam’s teaching on defensive jihad that
Don’t Miss
forbids aggression, terrorism, and suicide bombings.
Islam permits but does not force or require polygamy. Because of
the many unprotected widows during Muhammad’s time, Qur’an 4: 3 says
at the
that a man may marry up to four wives provided that he can treat each
one with perfect equality both in material things and in affection. Since
this is almost impossible, monogamy has been the norm in the history of
Islam. Islam teaches the sanctity of marriage and discourages but allows
divorce. According to Qur’an 65 (entitled “Divorce”), there must be a
three month waiting period before a divorce is finalized in order to make
sure that the woman is not pregnant. A Muslim man can marry a Jewish
or a Christian woman but children must be raised as Muslims. A Muslim
woman can only marry a Muslim man.
Muslim women have the same rights to education as men. A woman
has a right to inheritance even though Qur’an 4: 11 says that “a male
shall inherit twice as much as a female.” However, a Muslim woman can
keep all of her inheritance for herself while her brother must spend all
of his inheritance on his family. Men and women should dress modestly
but Muslim women in some parts of the world are expected to cover
themselves completely with a burka, wear a niqab (only their eyes can be
Continued from page 4 - Islam
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Follies

Tuesday at 7:15 pm
after the Banquet

Society of St. Lawrence Deacon Pins
Name ____________________________Phone __________________________

The Society of St. Lawrence, the Diaconate Community
Address ___________________________________________________________
of the Diocese of Ogdensberg, New York, has been
providing deacon pins to our brother deacons and
City ________________________ State _____ Zip ________________________
their wives for many years. We thank you for your
Email _______________________________________________________________
support of this ministry.
Clutch
Back

Pin Back

Just $10 Each

Deacon Pin

Service Pin

Wives Pin

Tie Tack

Check or money order:
Society of St. Lawrence
c/o Deacon Kevin Mastellon
149 Flower Ave. W.
Watertown, NY 13601
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Small Pin

Questions:
Deacon Kevin Mastellon
Email:

deaconcouncil2015@gmail.com

or Call 315.836.6287

DESCRIPTION

CLUTCH BACK

PIN BACK

TOTAL PINS

DEACON PIN
WIFE PIN
Deacon 5 Year Anniversary

n/a

Deacon 10 Year Anniversary

n/a

Deacon 15 Year Anniversary

n/a

Deacon 20 Year Anniversary

n/a

Deacon 25 Year Anniversary

n/a

Deacon 30 Year Anniversary

n/a

Deacon 35 Year Anniversary

n/a

Deacon 40 Year Anniversary

n/a

Small Deacon Pin
Tie Tack

TOTAL NUMBER OF PINS x $10.00
Shipping & Handling
$5/Orders up to $100 • $10/Orders over $100
TOTAL ENCLOSED
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45 years of Diaconal Service

I

By Deacon Hank Babin

t is hard to believe that these past 45 years have flown by so quickly.
On May 23, 1976, ten men said yes to the Lord at St. Francis de Sales
Church in Houma, LA. The Gospel for ordination, from John, was
proclaimed and we were awe struck by the words, “You did not choose
me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear
fruit and that your fruit should abide; so that whatever you should ask
the Father in My name, He may give it to you. This I command you, to
love one another.” (John 15: 16-17)
We were incardinated in the Archdiocese of New Orleans at the
time of ordination. The class was divided into two groups, those living
in the Metropolitan New Orleans area and our group of ten in the
Houma/Thibodeaux area. The diaconal program at that time was a
two-year program that met twice a week year-round. The men in New
Orleans met at Notre Dame Seminary on Mondays and Wednesdays and
the men in Houma/Thibodeaux met at St. Francis de Sales Church in
Houma on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Some of the same instructors that
taught in New Orleans also taught us in Houma. After ordination, we
formed our own continuing formation program that met regularly to
continue to grow in knowledge and support for our various ministries.
About a year after ordination, the Diocese of Houma/Thibodeaux
was created, and we were incardinated into that diocese. After serving
as deacon for sixteen years at St. Bernadette Church in Houma, I retired
from the school system and accepted the position of principal at
Sacred Heart School in Walls, MS. My wife, Charlene, and I moved to
Olive Branch, MS where I served in the Diocese of Jackson as deacon
at Queen of Peace Church for twenty-four years. Although I am retired
from the Diocese of Jackson, and am still incardinated in that diocese,
for the past five years I have been serving in the Diocese of Memphis,
TN, at St. Brigid Church.
Quite a bit has happened during these past forty-five years, mostly
good but some came with grief. Of the ten ordained in my class there
are only two of us still alive.
Since moving to Mississippi, I have lost my only child and my wife
and several family members and close friends. On the brighter side, I
have also had the privilege of witnessing marriages and baptisms for
family and friends.
During the forty-five years since ordination my ministries have
included, baptism preparation and baptisms, marriage preparation
and witnessing marriages, RCIA and religious education, visiting shut
ins, working with the St. Vincent de Paul Society, funerals and burial,
Overseas Mission Appeals for the Passionists, Domestic Mission Appeals
for the Diocese of Jackson, and, of course, various liturgical functions. I
also have a ministry to assist widows whereby I mow their lawns if they
are not able to do so. I currently have four lawns that amounts to four
acres a week.
Being a strong believer in continuing formation, I have been
actively involved with the National Diaconate Institute for Continuing
Education, (NDICE), since 1979. I have served as President-Elect,
President, Treasurer and am currently the Executive Secretary, and
emcee of the Follies. Not being able to meet last year and again this
year has been quite a disappointment as I look forward to seeing and
sharing with friends, old and new. I look forward to NDICE meeting in
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2022 and encourage all deacons and wives to consider attending.
When I began my ministry at St. Brigid, I was one of four deacons.
As of now, I am the only one left. The other three deacons have either
moved to other areas or retired. I was asked by a parishioner if I was
going to retire also. I responded, “I am shooting for fifty and hopefully
beyond”.
“Laissez Le Bon Temps Rouler” – “Let The Good Times Roll”

Make Plans to Attend
NDICE
July 17 -20, 2022
Holy Trinity Parish
Fairview Hgts., Illinois
Deacon Henry J. “Hank” Babin

Reflective
Practices

for growth in ministry,
for deepening conversion
and for encouraging
discipleship.

www.saintmeinrad.edu/continuing-formation
or call 800-MEINRAD (634-6723)
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Catholic and Orthodox Christians Come Closer Together
by Rev. Walter Kedjierski, Ph.D

O

ne of the oldest national dialogues that
the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops
has sponsored has been our dialogue with
Orthodox Christians. The North American
Catholic-Orthodox Consultation has been
active since 1965. The USCCB cosponsors the
dialogue with the Canadian Conference of
Catholic Bishops. The theologians, scholars,
and hierarchs who have participated in these
dialogue rounds have produced substantive
contributions to alleviating misunderstandings
that have kept us apart since the eleventh
and twelfth centuries. Some name 1054 as a
definitive date for the division but it would be
more accurate to understand it as a process
that took place over the course of time. The
dialogue has produced some thirty-two
agreed theological statements on important
issues such as the Filioque and the Church’s
future life when East and West have been
reunited. Since 1981 we have also had here
in the United States a dialogue between
Catholic and Orthodox bishops which does
not seek to arrive at theological convergences

Pope Francis and Patriarch Bartholomew I of Constantinople

but rather to facilitate collaboration in their
pastoral ministries and the sharing of common
concerns. Both of these dialogues have made
major contributions to Catholic-Orthodox
relations in our country.
After decades of theological and dialogical
exchange, during which Catholic and Orthodox

Christians have grown together in Christ,
we have celebrated a number of milestones
recently. The first included the visit of His AllHoliness, Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew I
of Constantinople, to the United States this past
October. Patriarch Bartholomew was the first
Continued on page 8

2022 ndice registration form
Name____________________________________________________________________
Preferred Name on Badge___________________________________________________
Check One:

□ Deacon □ Deacon - Candidate □ Deacon - Widow □ Other

Address__________________________________________________________________
City ________________________________________State______ Zip_______________
Telephone________________________________________________________________
E-Mail___________________________________________________________________
(Arch) Diocese_____________________________________________________________
Is this your first time at NDICE?

□ Yes □ No____________________________

If yes, were you invited by a past attending Deacon? If so, Please list his name:
________________________________________________________________________
Name of Spouse (if) attending_______________________________________________

Registration Policy

Although we would prefer you register and pay on-line for accuracy and ease
of record keeping, we realize that would prove a hardship for some. So, we include a
paper form for your convenience. We ask you follow these simple instructions:

ALL FEES MUST BE PAID IN ADVANCE
Make checks payable to NDICE • Send Registration Form and payment to:
Deacon Hank Babin • 4460 Miranda Dr. • Olive Branch, MS 28654
CANCELLATION POLICY
Prior to July 1, 2022 Amount Paid Less $50 Cancellation fee.
July 1-19 Amount Paid LESS 50%
6

________ Deacon or Deacon-Candidate Only
($295.00) = $ ______________
________ Deacon or Deacon-Candidate & Spouse
($395.00) = $ ______________
________ Deacon Widow
NO CHARGE
________ Other Participants (Vendors etc.)
($445.00) = $ ______________
Lunches
Box Lunches – Sandwich, Chips, Cookie & Soda, Tea, or Coffee
________ Honey Baked Ham Monday
($15.00) = $_____________
________ Honey Baked Turkey Monday
($15.00) = $_____________
_______ Meatless COBB SALAD Monday
($15.00) = $_____________
_______ Chick Fill A Sandwich Tuesday
($15.00) = $_____________
________ Veggie Wrap Tuesday
($15.00) = $_____________
_______ _Banquet Only (Included in Registration)
($70.00) = $_____________
Choose Banquet Meal Entree
Meat – Chicken Marsala and Brisket with raspberry glaze
_
Vegetarian – Roasted Mediterranean Canneloni w/ Marinara Sauce
_
(If you have any special dietary needs, please specify on a separate sheet.)
Housing
We recommend the following area hotels
Drury Inn $110 per night (Includes Breakfast & Evening Kickback)

□
□

Evening Kickback = Soup, Salad, Hot Entree & 3 Drinks (over 21)

4-Points Sheraton Marriott $100 per nite (Includes Breakfast)
These are Special Rates –Ask for the NDICE Block of Rooms
Contribution I would like to make a charitable contribution to NDICE = $ _________
Total Enclosed $ __________
For a complete list of area hotels and rates contact: Deacon Gerry Bach
618.978.3888 or Deacon 1948@charter.net
or visit our website NDICE.net/Conference
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Accompanying Mixed
Marriage Families

P

Daniel Olsen, November 29, 2021

ope Francis’ vision of pastoral ministry, rooted in encounter,
accompaniment, and friendship, offers a way forward in developing
strategies for ministering to mixed marriage families in the U.S. Deacons
are essential in developing and implementing this needed pastoral
work in their parishes and dioceses.
Inter-marriage rates among Christians of different denominational
affiliations continue to climb in the United States, presenting clergy
and pastoral ministers with unique challenges and opportunities.
As deacons and their wives become more and more integral to
welcoming, forming, and enriching the spiritual lives of families in their
parishes, how can they better address the needs of this growing mixed/
interchurch population?
Building upon Pope Francis’ vision and urgent call for renewed
pastoral attention for families (see Amoris Laetitia), in June 2021 the
bishops gathered at the Plenary Assembly of the U.S. Conference
of Catholic Bishops approved “Called to the Joy of Love: A National
Pastoral Framework for Marriage and Family Life Ministry.” Drawing
upon that text, this essay offers preliminary thoughts about the unique
contribution that deacons and all pastoral ministers can make in
accompanying mixed marriage couples and their families at the local
and diocesan levels (see “Called to the Joy of Love,” p. 43-44). [For
clarity and focus, please note that this essay is limited to a reflection
Deacon alfreD Mitchell
retreatS

You don’t have to
come to me,
I’ll come to you!
RETREATSR
• Retreats for Deacons and Wives
• Parish Retreats and Days of Reflection
WORKSHOPS
• Lectors and Catechumens
• Homiletics
• Effectively Using Stories to Preach
SEminARS
• Story Telling
• Biblical Stories
2688 Kings Park Circle
Decatur, Georgia 30034-1913
404-288-7804
deaconalfred875@bellsouth.net
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on Christian mixed marriage couples and does not treat interreligious
marriages.]
It is vital to recall that the Catholic Church teaches that mixed
marriages, when validly entered into by two baptized Christians, are
sacramental (see Code of Canon Law, 1055). Sacramentally married
and united in Baptism, these couples, like marriages involving two
Catholics, establish a domestic church and are called to build up the
Body of Christ through their Christian home.
Given this rich theological understanding, how do pastoral
ministers best encounter engaged mixed marriage couples when they
first approach a parish? Are they welcomed as fellow Christians who
are intending to come together to further Christ’s mission through their
union, or are they seen as problems who will require extra paperwork
and a few extra conversations? This first moment of encounter and
welcome with the Church can often shape the couple’s interest in
future pastoral engagement.
Following upon this first encounter, how can pastoral ministers
“encourage human, spiritual, intellectual, and missionary formation
that provides a healthy foundation for marriages and families”
(“Called to Joy of Love,” p. 9)? In the proximate formation for their
wedding, how might deacons encourage the practices and prayer
life of both Christians to become integral to providing this healthy
spiritual foundation? This integration can develop collaborative
practices for the couple as they begin to discern how their future
Christian marriage will draw upon the gifts of both traditions.
Encouraging these couples to pray together and learn about their
respective Christian traditions can become a fruitful expression of
pastoral accompaniment, while furthering the movement toward
Christian unity.
How can deacons and other pastoral ministers accompany
mixed marriage couples throughout their marriages? Some
suggestions referenced in “Called to the Joy of Love” include
planning parish and/or diocesan educational and social events,
organizing ecumenical prayer services, and establishing support
groups specifically for mixed marriage couples (see p. 44). Events
of this nature will signal the Church’s commitment to providing
needed pastoral support for these couples and their families, while
educating their parishes and dioceses about the needs and gifts
of mixed marriage families. While challenges remain on the way
toward full, visible Christian unity, these families are unique gifts
for all Christians, offering hopeful glimpses of the future of the
ecumenical movement, while reminding us of the painful effects of
our current divisions as followers of Christ.
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Patriarch of Constantinople to attend a Pope’s
enthronement (back in 2013). He and Pope
Francis have collaborated on many important
initiatives, especially in regard to the care of the
environment. In fact, Patriarch Bartholomew
has been called the “green patriarch” and I
would assume all reading this are well aware
of Pope Francis’ encyclical Laudato Si in which
he urges everyone to become involved with
the responsible stewardship of all of creation.
I had the privilege of being with Bishop David
P. Talley, Chairman of the Bishops’ Committee
on Ecumenical and Interreligious Affairs, when
he met His All-Holiness at an event hosted
by the National Council of Churches here in
Washington, D.C. After Patriarch Bartholomew
gave a motivating speech on Ecumenism in
the Twenty-First Century he then presented all
in the small assembly with simple gifts. It was
very moving to me when the Patriarch came
down to Bishop Talley, called him his brother,
and presented him with a pectoral cross. What
a beautiful sign of fraternal love in Christ! Just
as Peter, James, and John were edified by the
transfiguration of our Lord, I experienced
that moment as an illuminating glimpse of
the unity in Christ we are striving for in our
ecumenical dialogues. The deliberate effort
by the Orthodox to include Catholics in the
visit of the Patriarch to the United States was a
meaningful indication of how highly they value
our relationship with them.
Another milestone took place on
November 16, 2021. This was the first time
an ecumenical delegation was present at
the General Assembly of the U.S. Conference
of Catholic Bishops. A delegation from the
Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops of
the U.S.., led by the chairman, His Eminence
Archbishop Elpidophoros of the Greek
Orthodox Archdiocese of America, entered
the assembly hall to a resounding applause by
the Catholic bishops. After being welcomed
by the USCCB’s President, Archbishop Gomez,
and introduced by Bishop Talley, Archbishop
Elpidophoros spoke to the entire assembly
of bishops. During his speech Archbishop
Elpidophoros specifically indicated that he
was interested in Orthodox participation in the
Synod of Bishops scheduled for October 2023
that has as its theme, “For a Synodal Church
Community: Communion, Participation, and
Missions.” Only a few days before the Pontifical
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Council for Promoting Christian Unity in Rome
had asked Bishop Talley to reach out to his
brother bishops, encouraging them to include
the input of our ecumenical partners in their
preparations for the synod. During his speech
Archbishop Elpidophoros was very eager to
point out our collaboration on issues such as
the promotion of the sacredness of human life
in the womb. He recalled that every year the
Orthodox and Catholic Bishops join together
to offer the opening prayer at the March for
Life. He also pointed out the accomplishments
of our theological dialogue and the dialogue
of the bishops. However, it is obvious that
Archbishop Elpidophoros hopes for even
greater collaboration in the future.
After Archbishop Elpidophoros’ speech
there was a great spirit of enthusiasm amongst
the bishops. A number of bishops who have
been involved in the dialogue for many years –
some even right at the beginning – immediately
surrounded the Orthodox delegation at the
conclusion of the meeting. There was laughter,
picture taking, and a tangible sense of episcopal
fraternity at that meeting. Personally, I felt as if
brothers who, due to a set of very unfortunate
circumstances were separated, had finally
gotten the chance to get back together.
These wonderful moments of fraternity
and longing for reunion were only possible
because of many generous men and women,
theologians, bishops, and scholars, who laid the
foundation in serious, and at times challenging,
theological dialogue. May they merely
foreshadow the greater unity in Christ we will
enjoy with our Orthodox Christian brothers and
sisters in the immediate future.
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