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Spiritual Combat: Vigilance and Discernment
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Ecumenism and Interfaith Dialogue:
Reaching out to Your Neighbor.

O

n November 8 Pope Francis met with
a delegation from the Salvation Army.
Many might associate the Salvation Army
with individuals ringing bells in front of
collection kettles at the doors of stores around
Christmas time. While their commitment to
social outreach is well known and respected,
one may not realize that the Salvation Army
is an evangelizing movement rooted in the
Bible and motivated by a love of God. Their
founder, William Booth, walked the streets
of London proclaiming the Gospel to the
poor, the destitute, and the homeless. Over
1.5 million Salvationists continue his mission
today.
While meeting with a delegation of the
Salvation Army at the Vatican Apostolic Palace,
Pope Francis repeated an insight offered by
the General, the superior of the Salvation
Army, five years ago: “Holiness transcends
denominational boundaries.” Many of us in the
Catholic Church have recognized an internal
goodness in so many who are outside of the
Catholic Church. Naturally, when one thinks
about a group like the Salvationists, who assist
about 25 million Americans in distress annually,
and serve in 130 countries around the world,
one can see the hand of God behind their work.
They claim Jesus Christ as their inspiration.
How can we not be impressed with this? How
can we not say that God is active and at work
in what the Salvation Army is doing for others?
How can we not hope to engage such holiness
personally?
Ecumenism and interfaith relations are not
realities that are confined to church hierarchies,
theologians at universities, and formal
specialists. They are lived realities people face
every day in our increasingly pluralistic society.
Although I am an ecumenist, and a priest, I’ve
found some of my best dialogue work has not
been at officially sanctioned theological or
interreligious exchanges, as constructive and
exciting as those interactions can be. Where
have I found my best dialogue work? Oddly
enough, in the barber shop! A barber who cut
my hair for years was a devout member of the
Greek Orthodox Church. Once he found out I
was a Roman Catholic priest, we started to have
quite a few conversations about our love of
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By Rev. Walter Kedjierski, Ph.D

the Faith. Divergences of opinion were always
discussed with respect, especially from my end
because he was the one holding the scissors
(only kidding)! When times were challenging
during the economic crisis in Greece, my barber
moved there to help his family. Eventually I
discovered an equally skilled barber. He quickly
discerned my religious nature, and started to
share with me aspects of his own faith life as
a devout Muslim. There was one day I was the
only one in the shop. After he cut my hair, he
pulled up a chair next to mine and we spoke
together for a solid hour about our experiences
in prayer and insights about morality. As I was
leaving he offered the insight that God made
sure I was the only one in the shop that day
so we could have that conversation. While I
thought it unfortunate that his bottom line
was going to suffer, I recognized that he valued
such conversations far more than money. He is
a good man of deep faith.
I believe that it was personal interactions
like these, interactions of people like Pope St.
John XXIII, Pope St. Paul VI, and certainly Pope
St. John Paul II, which inspired the Catholic
Church to make a special commitment to
engage the world through ecumenical and
interreligious dialogue fifty years ago at the
Second Vatican Council. I have spoken to some
who were raised before the council and have a
certain reticence toward such dialogue. One
woman even told me when she was a child
she was not allowed to so much as play in the
neighboring Protestant church’s playground!
Although fifty years seems like a long time, one

must remember that the vestiges of a “fortified”
mentality some had before the Second Vatican
Council still existed well after and influenced
many teachers and parents to pass them on.
We might have even been influenced by such
thinking ourselves.
Some Catholics might have fears about
engaging in faith discussions with other
Christians or people of other faiths. First, one
might wonder how such a discussion could
impact one’s own beliefs. Would I endanger
my own faith? One might not feel “up to the
challenge” of representing the Catholic faith
very well. We might rationalize that “I’m not a
theologian, this is not my business.” We might
also be fearful because we do not want to
offend the other. Many of us were taught that
it is not polite to talk about religion or politics.
However, as deacons ordained for public
service in the life of the Church, you have made
a decision to publicly represent the Church. You
have no choice. You have been called by God to
proclaim the Gospel in every circumstance. You
are a deacon at the parish, in the home, at the
supermarket, and yes, even in the barbershop.
Participating in the National Diaconate Institute
for Continuing Education’s Conference this year
will aid in the discernment
of fears about ecumenical
and interfaith dialogue. We
need to struggle with these
fears and move forward in
dialogue, because “holiness
transcends denominational Rev. Walter
boundaries.”
Kedjierski, Ph.D
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The Real Presence of Jesus Christ in the
Eucharist – Part One
Deacon Tracy Jamison

CHRIST
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CASH IS
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T

he teaching authority of the Catholic propositions of Scripture was always regarded
Church certainly requires from the Catholic as fallible and speculative, but this meant that
faithful a very high level of assent to doctrine. everyone was at liberty to promote their own
Besides the Articles of Faith (divinely revealed favorite theology. We cherished our Protestant
truths expressed by Christ and the Apostles freedom, and we felt good about granting
themselves) and the doctrines contained everyone the individual right to define their
in Sacred Scripture and Tradition, there are own theology. With regard to explaining the
nature of the Eucharist,
the Catholic Creeds
and Dogmas (divinely . . . as I dialogue with people who were which we celebrated
revealed truths solemnly raised Catholic, I find that many of them every Sunday, there was
defined as such in the believe that they are at liberty to disregard a diversity of theological
opinions. What Christ
post-apostolic age by a the teaching of the Church . . .
meant when he took
Council or a Pope) and
all the defined (or definable) Catholic truths bread and wine and mysteriously said “This is
which follow by necessity from the deposit my body” and “This is my blood” was an open
of faith. And then, besides the assent of question.
faith which must be given at least implicitly
Some members of the communities
to all the truths which have been infallibly
taught, the faithful are also required to give at in which I was raised believed that the presence
least implicitly an internal religious assent of of Christ in the Eucharist was merely symbolic,
mind and heart to all the Church’s authentic and that Christ simply meant that the bread and
interpretations of the deposit of faith, even if the wine represented his body and his blood as
those interpretations have not been infallibly an image, similar to what people mean when
taught. The Church requires even more from they point to a photograph and say “This is my
her Catholic bishops, priests, and deacons, brother” or “This is my mother.” Other members
for they must take an oath of fidelity and thus of our communities believed that the presence
explicitly assent to all her revealed and non- of Christ in the Eucharist was in some sense
real, and then they usually favored either the
revealed doctrines.
doctrine of consubstantiation (the elements
The Protestant Christian communities remain bread and wine but the body and the
in which I was raised required personal assent blood of Christ are also physically present
only to the explicit assertions of the inspired with them) or the doctrine of impanation
Continued on page 5
authors of Sacred Scripture. Going beyond the
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Continued from page 4

(the elements remain bread and wine and the
body and the blood of Christ are only spiritually
present in them). It was very unusual for a
member of our communities to believe the
doctrine of transubstantiation, which says that
the bread and the wine actually change into the
body and the blood of Christ, but such a belief
was occasionally encountered and tolerated.
The Eucharist was considered a mystery, and all
explanations of it were considered inadequate.
As I engage in dialogue with my
Protestant friends now as a Catholic, it is often
very puzzling to them why anyone would
want to surrender their freedom and place
themselves under the teaching authority of the
Catholic Church. To them, becoming Catholic
would entail a great personal loss and no real
compensation. And as I dialogue with people
who were raised Catholic, I find that many of
them believe that they are at liberty to disregard
the teaching of the Church and to decide for
themselves what the truth about Christ is.
Does the Catholic Church really have anything
substantial to offer as a guide to religious truth,

8

something that would be more reliable than
one’s own judgment? And why should anyone
suppose that the doctrines of the Catholic
Church are even credible, and not the incredible,
arcane, and self-serving pronouncements that
they appear to be to so many Protestants? In
the newsletters to come, we will be exploring
these questions in light of the Catholic dogma
that the body and blood of Jesus Christ are truly,
really, and substantially present in the Eucharist.
May God bless all our educational and diaconal
endeavors.

Joyce & Tracy Jameison
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Deacon Joseph Bland

250 Tours
in 2018• •77Bishops
Bishops traveled
withwith
us us
250 Tours
in 2018
traveled
137 Clergy earned free trips with us in 2018
137
trips with
usinin
2018
Nearly
100Clergy
Deaconsearned
attendedfree
the Deacon
Jubilee
Rome
with us!
Deacons
travel
free
now
like
priests
have
done
for
years.
Nearly 100 Deacons attended the Deacon Jubilee in Rome with us!
When only 4 people sign up to travel with the Deacon he earns a free travel. When a total of 8 people sign up,
the wife
earns
free
travel ashave
well! done for years.
Deacons
travel free
now
like
Priests
Check out our 250 tours at www.proximotravel.com or sign up bycalling
9am to
everyday
andwith
mention
ad.
When only
411pm
people
sign(855)
up 842-8001
to travel
thethis
Deacon
he
earns free travel. When a total of 8 people sign up, the
2020 ndice
registration
wife earns
free travel as well! form

Name___________________________________________________________________

________ Deacon or Deacon-Candidate Only

($240.00) = $ _______________

Check out our 250 tours at www.proximotravel.com
________ Deacon or Deacon-Candidate & Spouse
($325.00) = $ _______________
Preferred Name on Badge__________________________________________________
NO CHARGE
or sign up by calling 9am________
to 11Deacon
pmWidow
everyday,
Check One: □ Deacon □ Deacon - Candidate □ Deacon - Widow □ Other
________ Other Participants
($345.00) = $ _______________
(855) 842-8001 and mention
this ad.
FOOD (For ALL meals Sunday Dinner thru Wednesday Lunch)

Address_________________________________________________________________

City ________________________________________State______ Zip______________
Telephone_______________________________________________________________
E-Mail__________________________________________________________________
(Arch) Diocese____________________________________________________________
Is this your first time at NDICE?

□ Yes □ No___________________________

If yes, were you invited by a past attending Deacon? If so, Please list his name:
_______________________________________________________________________
Name of Spouse (if) attending______________________________________________

Registration Policy

Although we would prefer you register and pay on-line for accuracy and ease
of record keeping, we realize that would prove a hardship for some. So, we incldue a
paper form for your convenience. We ask you follow these simple instructions:

ALL FEES MUST BE PAID IN ADVANCE
Make checks payable to NDICE • Send Registration Form and payment to:
Deacon Hank Babin • 4460 Miranda Dr. • Olive Branch, MS 28654
CANCELLATION POLICY
Prior to July 1, 2020 Amount Paid Less $50 Cancellation fee.
July 1-19 Amount Paid LESS 50%
6

________ Persons with all 3 meals all days
($150.00) = $ _______________
________ Persons with lunch & Dinner (all days )
($135.00) = $ _______________
________ Persons with Breakfast & Dinner (all days) ($125.00) = $ _______________
All meals Prices Include the Banquet
________ Banquet Only
($70.00) = $ _______________
	Choose Banquet Meal Entree
Chicken
Steak
Vegetarian
(If you have any special dietary needs, please specify on a separate sheet.)
Housing (Campus Dormitory; List Number of Overnites
________ Single Room(s) x $60.00 per night
x(
) nights = $____________
________ Double Room(s) x $80.00 per night
x(
) nights = $____________
Total Conference Fees = $ ____________
Contribution
I would like to make a charitable contribution to NDICE = $ ____________
Total Enclosed $ ____________
Housing Needs
Sat. July 18 Sun. July 19 Mon. July 20 Tues. July 21 Wed. July 22
Name of person(s) sharing room/suite________________________________________

□

□

□

□

□

□

□

□

If you wish off-campus housing contact: Deacon Ken Mitchel;
502-445-6840 Kmitchell@SaintRita.net or check Xavier.edu for a list
of nearby hotels/motels.
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NDICE 2020 Tentative Schedule of Conference Events
Xavier University, Cincinnati, Ohio

Sunday , July 19
12:00 pm Registration Opens

FP

4:00 pm		 Opening Mass
Fr. Bob Flannery

BC

11:00 am Session 2
		
Rev. Walter Kedjierski, Ph.D
		
Ecumenism 101 Part 2
12:30

Lunch

BR2

9:30 am Session 1
		
Dr. Noreen Hertzfeld
			
		
Islam Part 1

BR2

FP

2:00 pm Session 3
BR2
		
Rev. Walter Kedjierski, Ph.D
		
Intereligious Relations
3:15 pm Break
3:30 pm Session 4
		
Deacon Tracy Jameison
		
The Real Presence

ERS

5:00 pm		 Dinner
6:30 pm

Welcome Address
John C. Fridley
NDICE President

BR2
BR2

10:45 am Break
11:00 am Session 2
		
Dr. Noreen Hertzfiled
		
Islam Part 2

FP
BR2

12:30 pm Lunch
1:45 pm
		
		

Session 3
Fr. John Pawlikowski
Jewish Catholic Relations

BR2

FP
BR2

4:00 pm Free Time
			

John Fridley
President
try Lakes Drive
7:00 pm
aden, IL 62265
8-830-0334 (C)
@ezeeweb.com
8:15 pm

5:30 pm Dinner
7:00 pm NDICE Follies
Keynote Address
Need for Awareness
Fr. Bob Flannery

BR2

Evening Prayer

BR2

FP
BR2

8:30 pm Free Ti

Don’t Miss

BOO & TIB

3:00 pm NDICE Business Mtg.
			
3:00 pm Wives Meeting

at the

Max Roadruck Monday , July 20
President
Elect
7:00
am
Breakfast
Chatham Drive
8:00 am Morning Prayer
orn, OH 45324
937-879-5332
8:15 am Mass
@ameritech.net

FP
BC

Session 1
BR2
Rev. Walter Kedjierski, Ph.D
Ecumenism 101 Part 1
Ken Mitchell
Orthodox & Protestant Communities

ference Liaison
Spring Leaf Ct.
KY 40229-2962
2-445-6480 (C)
939-6472 (Jan)
chell@twc.com

Gerry
7 Bach

4:00 pm

Free Time

5:45 pm Banquet
			
7:15 pm Evening Prayer

BR2
BR2

Wednesday , July 22

BC

9:30 am
		

10:30 am Break

Follies

TBA
TBA

Monday at 7pm
Tuesday , July 21
7:00 am

Breakfast

FP

8:00 am

Morning Prayer

BC

8:15 am

Mass

BC

7:00 am Breakfast
			
9:00 am Morning Prayer
`
9:15 am Session 1
		
			Fr. Bob Flannery
		
Sending Forth
10:30 am Closing Mass
			
12:00
Lunch

FP
BR2
BR2
BC
FP

Have a Safe
Journey Home!

BR2
NDICE NEWS • decemBER 2019

At this special time of year remember...

Deacon Bill Ditewig gave two presentations on Tuesday morning
related to the conference theme.

Deacon Hank (aka Boudreaux) Babin is NDICE Executive Secretary.

Give Thanks!

Deacon Sil Galvan and his wife Doroth participated in the Deacon Follies

Deacon Pin

The Society of St. Lawrence, the Diaconate Community
of the Diocese of Ogdensburg, New York, has been
providing deacon pins to our brother deacons and
their wives for many years. We thank you for your
support of this ministry.

Deacon Chris Anderson was the Tuesday afternoon presenter at the
2019 NDICE conference.

Name____________________________________Phone ________________
Address ______________________________________________________
City___________________________State______ Zip __________________
Email _________________________________________________________

Clutch Back

Pin Back

Just $10.00 Each

From Left to Right Starting on Top Row

From Left to Right Starting on the Top Row.
DeaconPin,
Pin,Anniversary
AnniversaryPin,
Pin,Wives
Wife’sPin,
Pin,Tie
TieTack,
Tack,and
andSmall
SmallDeacon
DeaconPin
Pin
Deacon

Check or money order:

Check
orof
moneyLawrence
order:
Society
Society
of St. St.
Lawrence
c/oDeacon
Deacon
Gerald
Savage
c/o
Kevin
Mastellon
36 Broad
149
Flower St.
Ave. W.
Watertown,
NY NY
13601
Tupper Lake,
12986

Questions:
Questions:
Deacon
Gerald
Deacon
KevinSavage
Mastellon
Email:Email:

deaconcouncil2015@gmail.com
GSavage7@roadrunner.com

or 518.359.3297
Call 315.836.6287
or Call:

Description
Deacon Pin
Wife’s Pin
Deacon 5 Year Anniversary
Deacon 10 Year Anniversary
Deacon 15 Year Anniversary
Deacon 20 Year Anniversary
Deacon 25 Year Anniversary
Deacon 30 Year Anniversary
Deacon 35 Year Anniversary
Deacon 40 Year Anniversary
Small Deacon Pin
Tie Tack

Total Pins

n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a

Total Number of Pins x $10.00
Shipping and Handling
$5.00 for Orders up to $100.00 • $10.00 for Orders over $100.00

Total Enclosed

VISIT US ONLINE AT:
4 81

Clutch Back Pin Back

www.StLawrenceSociety.org
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